[Carotid endarterectomy in chronic renal failure patients: report of two cases].
Chronic renal failure is one of the risk factors for carotid atherosclerosis. We report two cases of stenosis of the carotid bifurcation treated by carotid endarterectomy. A 66-year-old man with a 17-year history of hemodialysis experienced repeated episodes of right hemiparesis. Cerebral angiography showed severe stenosis of the cervical carotid bifurcation bilaterally. Left and right carotid endarterectomy operations were performed one month apart. The postoperative course was uneventful, and the patient returned home without neurological symptoms. The second case was in a 49-year-old woman with a 15-year history of hemodialysis had vertigo of one month duration. Cerebral angiography revealed occlusion of the left subclavian artery, and the distal left axillary artery was filled by retrograde flow from the left vertebral artery. Stenosis of the right carotid bifurcation was also noted. Right carotid endarterectomy was performed without any complications. Although a high incidence of intraoperative complications and of recurrent stroke after carotid endarterectomy (CEA) has been reported in chronic renal failure patients, the poor prognosis of the natural history of severe carotid stenosis in chronic renal failure should be taken into consideration. The cases reported indicate that carotid endarterectomy is safe and justified for carotid stenosis in chronic renal failure patients.